The effects of antihistamines on the semiology of febrile seizures.
The aim of this study was to clarify the effects of antihistamines on the semiology of febrile seizures. The manifestations of febrile seizures were recorded using a structured questionnaire immediately after patients arrived at the hospital. We focused on events at seizure commencement, including changes in behavior and facial expression, and ocular and oral symptoms. The presence or absence of focal and limbic features was determined for each patient. Drugs taken within 6 h prior to seizure were noted. Seizure manifestations were compared between children who did not take antihistamines and those who took antihistamines. Seizures lasting ≥5 min were relatively more frequent in children who did not take antihistamines, although the difference was not statistically significant. One or more focal features were present in 60 of 78 children with no antihistamines and 17 of 23 children with antihistamines. One or more limbic features were present in 32 of 78 children with no antihistamines and 9 of 23 children with antihistamines. No significant difference in the numbers of focal or limbic features was apparent between children who did not take antihistamines and those who took antihistamines. Antihistamines did not significantly affect the semiology of febrile seizures.